Final Radial Qualifier 2011

The last Radial Qualifier of 2011 was held at Paignton Sailing Club on October 22/23. The Jury had an easy time with strong winds resulting in few rule 42 infringements, although they were called into action to hear the odd protest. PRO Ken Falcon did a great job to ensure a rapid turnaround of racing which was most appreciated by competitors now that winter is on its way!

With 79 entries, racing was held in just one fleet and actually there were very few general recalls, so this worked extremely well. The Radial fleet is often a victim of its own success: having to split the fleet into groups, giving the impossible task of making four groups of exactly the same difficulty.
Race one and Charlotte Dobson and Hannah Snellgrove enjoying the fresh conditions tacked almost immediately to cross the fleet, followed shortly after by Jon Emmett. However the wind continued to back and at the top mark Dobson, Snellgrove and Emmett had dropped out of the top bunch.

However Dobson was on the charge and whilst Emmett and Snellgrove went right down the run to pick up a few places, Dobson went left to sail straight into the lead, passing the previous leader Jon Booth 100 metres before the leeward mark.

Dobson sensibly covered the pack with Emmett and Snellgrove heading right. Half way up Snellgrove bailed out to get to the left whilst Emmett stuck right. Dobson sailed fast and carefully positioned herself between the chasing pack and the windward mark, whilst Snellgrove went hard left.
As they approached the top of the beat the new pressure came from the left and Snellgrove passed Dobson, who remained in second and Emmett was passed by the chasing pack. Dobson however showed excellent speed to recover the race win. Booth managed to hang onto third.

Race two and again it was the left hand side which paid with Emmett leading from the lef, but Dobson and Ali Young ducked to go further left and to pass Emmett by the windward mark. Dobson was fast down the reaches and then stuck to Young like glue up the next beat to ensure her second bullet.

Race three and the wind continued to build. Emmett again crossed the fleet from the left but with Young to his left and Dobson to his right he held his ground to lead around the top mark. Down the run Emmett went left but Young found more pressure on the right to pass Emmett. She loosely covered him up the next beat, to secure the win, with Dobson coming in third to lead the standing overnight: Dobson 2 pts, Young 3pts, Emmett 5pts

Sunday and the forecast for near gale force winds never arrived and a rapid turn around meant that two great races were sailed. Although it was certainly hard work for the sailors, the wind continued to build making the final race probably the windiest one of the year so far!
Young nailed the pin end of the line in race four, taking and crossing the fleet followed by Emmett, but once again the leaders made the mistake of going too far to the right, and Dobson, tucking into the left, shot past them both. Showing good speed downwind she kept clear of Young.
However on the second beat she allowed some separation to creep in between her and Young, meaning Young got to the left first and tacked, and crossed Dobson just before the windward mark, holding the lead to the finish.

So with one race to go Dobson and Young were tied on 4 points, each counting two firsts and a second. The difference was that Dobson had a good discard (a third) whereas Young failed to make the top ten in the first race.

It was once again the left which paid. Emmett crossed the fleet and then defended the left to ensure he could stay well clear. Leading from start to finish the battle for the overall event was going on further behind.
At the windward mark Snellgrove was second to Emmett and she hung onto this downwind, but upwind Young was the first to tack and came back to cross Snellgrove 200 metres from the mark.  A second for Young was enough to ensure she took the event, but nevertheless Dobson was still fighting hard and had moved up to third by the finish.
It is highly likely that selection will be between these two for the single spot to represent team GBR at the Olympic games to be held at Weymouth next year. The battle continues at the World Championships in Perth during December.

Full results may be found here:

http://www.kbsuk.com/data/LaserEvents/data/results/paigtonrad.2011nh.html 

